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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Vibrant, creative, and energetic – these words essentially sum up today’s youth. Ironically, the same qualities in youth, if thwarted, lead to social unrest, conflict and economic instability. Young people when productively employed are an asset to their communities and the world. It is imperative that structures be generated to ensure sustainable employment and sustainable environment for young people. But the reality is that there are a billion young adults – between the ages of 15 and 24 in the world today, 85% of them live in developing countries where there are few opportunities for productive work.

A global consensus has now been reached on the urgency of solving the youth unemployment problem. It is essential that young people do not feel disenfranchised and threaten the social structure and safety of their nations – and the world. Youth must be provided with a stake in their future so that they will sacrifice their “today” for a better “tomorrow”. Now is the time to empower young people with a supportive environment and appropriate opportunities for employment. Youth are the principal agents for social change, economic development and technological innovation.

However, for this to be possible, some radical thinking is required. Today’s world faces challenges in the form of population growth, resource consumption and environmental degradation. The environment is threatened by the perils of global warming, climate change, and energy crises. Unless some immediate remedial measures are taken, things are only expected to get worse. There is a need to protect the environment and at the same time to provide young people with opportunities for sustainable livelihoods. If youth get involved with conserving the environment by producing clean energy, then we will simultaneously address the problem of youth unemployment and environmental degradation. 

The environmental degradation that we are experiencing is primarily due to global warming and climate change.  Global warming occurs when greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide and methane stay trapped in the earth’s atmosphere.  These gases are known as greenhouse gases because of their capacity to retain heat, and this effect is known as the greenhouse effect.  Originally, it was this effect that made the earth a habitable place, or it would have been too cold to live in.  However, retention of excess heat or the “enhanced greenhouse effect” is a serious threat to the planet as it leads to an increase in global temperature; (global warming) which in turn is the cause of global climate change.  Land degradation, air and water pollution, sea-level rise, flood of coastal and low lying areas, and loss of biodiversity are only a few examples of the consequences of climate change.
It is now widely accepted that, if concerted efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) are not taken, it is possible that the levels of GHGs will triple by the year 2100.  Resolving the problem of climate change requires multiple, long-term strategies that will demand enormous sustained effort, engaging the cooperation of both developed and developing countries.

While it is imperative to take corrective measures to combat climate change, equally important is the necessity for developing countries to produce increasing amounts of energy - energy being a vital need for the development of any modern society. One solution that allows production of energy to continue without any adverse effect on the environment is the use of renewable energy.  Renewable energy makes use of natural resources like wind, sunshine, and water to create energy.  It thus prevents the release of carbon-dioxide emissions into the atmosphere, thereby mitigating climate change while at the same time producing the energy much needed for development.  At the Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, it was considered essential to develop environmentally sustainable technologies and industrial practices.  It was agreed that the concept of sustainable development needed to be viewed in terms of ecology, social and gender equity, employment and economics.  This is the focus of Agenda 21, the action plan of the Earth Summit for the 21st century.

Quoting chapter 9 of Agenda 21 on ‘Protecting the Atmosphere’:

“Energy is essential to economics and social development and improved quality of life.  Much of the world’s energy, however, is currently produced and consumed in ways that cannot be sustained, if technology were to remain constant and if overall quantities were to increase substantially.  The need to control atmospheric emissions of greenhouse and other gases and substances will need to be based on efficiency in energy production, transmission, distribution, and consumption, and on growing reliance on environmentally sound systems, particularly newer and renewable sources of energy”

Quoting Chapter 25 of Agenda 21 on ‘Children and Youth in Sustainable Development’:

“Governments should ensure access for all youth to all types of education, wherever appropriate, providing alternative learning structures, ensure education that reflects the economics and social needs of the Youth and incorporates the concepts of environmental awareness and sustainable development”

These two quotations sum up the essence of this workshop, which is, combining the goals of youth employment and environment protection.  Using renewable energy is one way of protecting the environment while at the same time allowing developing countries to produce energy.

The workshop will look at youth employment opportunities in the renewable energy sector.  This sector has many eco-job opportunities.  As a positive step towards understanding their role in solving the problem of energy crisis, it is essential that youth first understand what the project is, where the solution lies and how some organizations have already started working on this issue – working towards creating an environmentally sustainable employment opportunities.

WORKSHOP SUMMARY

DATE:  30th September 2003

TIME:  10.00 am

VENUE: Energy Foundation, Accra
THEME: Youth Employment Opportunities in Renewable Energy.

DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: A consultation of Youth leaders, and representatives from youth serving organizations, private sector, NGOs, academic institution and other members of civil society, under the theme “Youth Employment Opportunities in Renewable Energy” – working towards creating an environmentally sustainable world, while also providing employment opportunities.

OBJECTIVES OF THE WORKSHOP:

(I) To stimulate discussions among youth organizations on the emerging opportunities for youth in the renewable energy sector.

(II) To learn from the experience of pacesetter organizations in the renewable energy sector.

(III) To generate serious dialogue that is action-oriented and results in the implementation of renewable energy projects in Ghana.

(IV) To foster friendships, exchanges and understanding among participants for the promotion of youth empowerment.

(V) To raise awardees on the YES Renewable Energy Fellowship Programme, and showcase the project of the winning fellow from Ghana.

PARTICIPATION AND REGISTRATION
The workshop is strictly by invitation.  Participants will be youth leaders and leaders of civil society organizations, NGOs and community and indigenous groups, who are interested in pursing the course of Youth Employment in Ghana.

There shall be no registration fee.  Participants are requested to fill out a registration form at the front desk of the hall and be ready by 9.30 am prompt.

For participation enquiries, please email:  yesghana@hotmail.com 
ABOUT YES-GHANA COUNTRY NETWORK

The YES-Ghana Country Network is a coalition of youths and youth serving organisations nationwide, working in the area of youth empowerment.  The network is one out of about 70 other such networks around the world (see www.yesweb.org) 
The mission of YES-Ghana is to support and promote policies and initiatives that help youth succeed in becoming life-long learners, productive members of society, and self-sufficient citizens.

Our goal is to facilitate collaboration, coordination, information sharing and advocacy amongst governmental organisations, non-governmental organisations, academic and research institutions, other civil society organisations, and individuals in the communities.

The specific objectives of YES-Ghana remains:

(i) To develop and improve the capacity and effectiveness of youth-serving organisations to affect youth empowerment.

(ii) To raise awareness of issues that affect youth, such as employment.

(iii) To improve the staff and leadership capacity of youth-serving organisations.

(iv) To influence and inform the development of public policy through research, information sharing, advocacy and coalition building.

(v) To develop innovative and effective youth empowerment initiatives.
Launched in July 2002 by Mr. Joe Donkor, the then Deputy Minister of Employment and Manpower Development at a ceremony in Accra, the network brings together innovative and energetic individuals and groups, who lay the foundation for promoting the mutually reinforcing actions so necessary to open avenues for the talents and abilities of youth.

Within a short time, YES-Ghana has achieved a high membership, currently over 160. Among the recent activities of the network is the hosting of a National Consultation on youth employment held at the British Council Hall, Accra. Participations at the consultation deliberated on the barriers to youth employment in Ghana and possible ways forward. A final report plus an Action Plan emerging from that consultation are currently guiding the network’s activities.
YES-Ghana operates as a non-governmental organisation incorporated according to the laws of Ghana. It has an Advisory Board made up of renowned persons in the country who guide the work of the network. There is a seven-member Steering Committee comprising young leaders from the network. The network operates a secretariat led by the Country Coordinator.

Further information on YES-Ghana can be found at www.yesweb.org or contact: 

Emmanuel K.  Edudzie

Country Coordinator

YES-Ghana Country Network

14 Afram lane, Asylum Down

P. O. Box CT 2376

Cantonments-Accra

Ghana

Tel: 024-201389

E-mail:yesghana@hotmail.com
